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Recent Events
Williams Mullen/Keelen Group is hosting multiple client groups throughout the month of June for fly-
in visits to Capitol Hill.  Clients will meet with key members of the House and the Senate and leader-
ship officials on a variety of important issues ranging from financial services to health care reform.  These
visits are an effective way for clients to communicate with legislators, convey their interests and concerns,
and become more familiar and more involved with the legislative and political process.  

Current News on Capitol Hill
“Must Pass Items”

Congress has returned from its Memorial Day hiatus and everyone is back to business on the
Hill.  The House of Representatives has identified a number of complex, important issues that
they want to act on before the next extended recess in August.  These currently include:

American Clean Energy and Security Act. This bill to control greenhouse gas emissions
with a cap-and-trade system is now out of committee and in limbo before reaching the
House floor.  Many stakeholders and interest groups are uneasy with its current version and
will continue to work to change its fine print.  Major concerns rest with impacts on the
agricultural industry, job protection, and extent of environmental benefit.

Health Care Reform. This issue continues to elicit much debate with slow progress.  The
House and the Senate are at odds over how to structure and implement an overhaul of the
nation’s health care system.  In the Senate, the Finance Committee is waiting on a number
of analyses by the Congressional Budget Office to determine the cost of various health care
plans.  In the House, moderate Democrats have bucked the leadership by pushing for
restrictions on any form of government-run health care.  Private providers are waiting in the
wings as legislative officials debate the details of offering publicly provided medical insur-
ance.

Highway Reauthorization Bill. This crucial legislation requires the federal government
to allocate and disperse federal highway dollars to states by Sept. 30, 2009.  If the deadline
isn’t met, states will lose key funds for major transportation projects and initiatives.  A draft
of the bill is expected in the coming weeks.

Financial Institution Reform. Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), chairman of the House
Financial Services Committee, has announced he plans to oversee a massive regulation of

Continued, page 2

www.williamsmullen.com/keelen
www.williamsmullen.com/jkilgore
mailto:jkilgore@williamsmullen.com
www.williamsmullen.com/keelen
www.williamsmullen.com/keelen
www.williamsmullen.com/keelen
mailto:mkeelen@keelengroup.com
mailto:mfalencki@keelengroup.com


June 5, 2009 • Government Relations UPDATE

Continued from page 1

2

Williams Mullen Government
Relations Legislative UPDATE.
Copyright 2009. Editorial
inquiries should be directed
to Jerry Kilgore, 1021 East
Cary Street, Richmond, VA
23219, 804.643.1991. This
information is provided as an
educational service and is not
meant to be and should not
be construed as legal advice.
Readers with particular 
needs on specific issues 
should retain the services 
of competent counsel.

www.williamsmullen.com/
keelen

the financial industry by the August recess.  This government oversight is expected to affect
banks, insurers, and consumers, among others.

Food Safety

The House Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Health is currently hashing out the details
of a comprehensive food safety review that is likely to affect every large, small, organic, old and
new food service operation in the U.S.  Proposed changes to current policy include, but are not
limited to:

Tighter and more frequent food facility inspections;

A new national registry of all food facilities for tracking purposes; and

An annual user fee of $1000 on all food facilities in the U.S., expected to generate over $50
million for undetermined federal funding allocations.

Senate Activity

The Senate is currently in the midst of preparing for the Supreme Court nomination process
to fill the seat of retiring Justice David Souter.  President Obama has nominated Judge Sonia
Sotomayor in an effort that Republicans are hoping to delay.  More information about the
Senate’s timeline can be found here.

In regulatory news, the Senate plans to approve a measure that will allow the Federal Drug
Administration to regulate the sale, marketing, taxation and distribution of tobacco.  This leg-
islation is not expected to reach the manufacturing process, but it will likely lead to increased
taxes on the sale of tobacco products.

Immigration reform is another issue in the mix.  Key stakeholders such as health care profes-
sionals and minority groups are coming together for preliminary discussions about what form
a draft bill on immigration should take.

For more information or inquiries, please contact Matt Keelen at mkeelen@keelengroup.com or Mike Falencki
at mfalencki@keelengroup.com.
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