
June 2009 Immigration Update
New U.S. Passport Requirements; Delay in E-Verify; Advance Parole
Reminder; H-1B Count Update; and Green Card Delays

REMINDER: Customs and Border Patrol
Reminds Travelers that New Document
Requirements Went into Effect June 1. CBP
reminds travelers that under the Western
Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) new doc-
ument requirements went into effect on June 1,
2009 for entry into the United States at land or
sea ports. The rules require most U.S. citizens
entering the United States at sea or land ports of
entry to have a passport, passport card, or other
travel document approved by the Department of
Homeland Security. Travelers should apply for
approved travel documents now, as it can take
several weeks to receive a document that will
comply with new requirements.

Feds to Delay E-Verify Start Date for Fourth
Time. The federal government plans to push the
start date of a final rule requiring federal con-
tractors to certify workers' immigration status
through E-Verify from June 30 to Sept. 8,
according to a U.S. court filing in a lawsuit
fighting the regulation. In the U.S. District
Court for the District of Maryland Southern
Division on May 30, the government moved to
stay the litigation brought by the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce for 70 days so the Obama admin-
istration can review the rule. As part of that
review, the government told the court that it
would move the applicability date of the final E-
Verify rule from June 30 to Sept. 8. Click here
for more information.

Meanwhile the count of states requiring the use
of E-Verify has increased. See the latest chart and
map for information on states requiring E-
Verify.

DHS Begins Test of Biometric Exit
Procedures at Airports in Atlanta and Detroit.
DHS announced that it began collecting bio-
metric fingerprints from non-U.S. citizens
departing the U.S. from Hartsfield-Jackson
Atlanta International Airport and Detroit
Metropolitan Wayne County Airport on May
28, 2009 as part of a pilot program.

USCIS Issues Reminder to Obtain Advance
Parole Before Traveling Abroad. USCIS
reminds certain foreign nationals that they must
obtain Advance Parole (AP) before traveling
abroad. USCIS has made it clear that just apply-
ing for AP before leaving the United States is not
enough; you must have it approved. Further,
unlawful presence rules may apply, even to per-
sons married to U.S. citizens who are applying
for Green Cards. These rules can prevent some-
one who leaves the United States while using AP
from returning or from obtaining a Green Card
after his or her return. If in doubt on how these
rules apply, consult with counsel BEFORE your
next foreign trip. Click here for more informa-
tion.

Update to Count of H-1B Petitions Filed. On
May 18, 2009, USCIS updated the count of H-
1B petitions received and counted towards the
H-1B cap on the USCIS website. As of that
date, approximately 45,500 H-1B cap-subject
petitions had been received. Also, USCIS has
received approximately 20,000 petitions qualify-
ing for the advanced degree cap exemption.
USCIS will continue to accept both cap-subject
petitions and advanced degree petitions until a
sufficient number of H-1B petitions have been
received to reach the statutory limits. Click here
for more information. www.williamsmullen.com
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Permanent Resident Card Production Delays.
USCIS is announcing that applicants may expe-
rience up to an eight-week delay in the delivery of
their permanent resident card while they are in
the process of upgrading the card production
equipment. USCIS Field Offices will be issuing
temporary evidence of permanent residence in
the form of an I-551 stamp to applicants
approved for permanent residence at the time of
their interview. Applicants will need to take their
passport to the appointment. If they do not have
a passport, they must bring a passport style photo
and government issued photo identification to
receive temporary evidence of permanent resi-
dence. If the application is approved subsequent
to the interview or by a Service Center or the
National Benefit Center, the applicant should
bring the above documents to an INFOPASS
appointment to be issued temporary evidence of
permanent residence in the form of an I-551
stamp.

For more information on these and other immigra-
tion developments, please contact Kathryn
Carmichael, kcarmichael@williamsmullen.com or
Eliot Norman, enorman@williamsmullen.com. 
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Please visit
www.williamsmullen.com/immi-
gration for more information
about the Williams Mullen
Immigration Team.
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