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Recent Events
Matt Keelen, Cameron Prell and numerous other Williams Mullen attorneys and clients recently visited
with Senator Mike Johanns, the former Governor of Nebraska and Secretary of Agriculture, in the firm’s
DC office.  Sen. Johanns spoke with attendees on a variety of issues including the Employee Free Choice
Act, health care reform, and business implications from the recent stimulus package, the federal budget
plan, and introduced legislation to combat climate change.  Williams Mullen/Keelen Group is in the
process of arranging similar events to continue exposing our firm and its clients to the group’s contacts
and key players on Capitol Hill.  

Upcoming Events
Members of Williams Mullen/Keelen Group plan to address WM attorneys during the firm’s annual
retreat on Friday, April 24.  Matt and Mike will highlight their progress during their first six months with
the firm.  They will also give an overview of the Obama administration’s first 100 days in office.
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Recess

Members of Congress return to Washington this week after a two-week recess for the Easter hol-
iday.  Lawmakers will be met with lingering decisions on the budget, financial fraud regulations
and bankruptcy guidelines.  President Obama began the week by holding his first Cabinet meet-
ing and requesting his respective appointees to trim $100 million from each of their budgets.

Upcoming Schedule

In the coming weeks, Congressional leaders will debate, negotiate and vote on climate change
legislation, health care, immigration and financial regulations.  Congressman Henry Waxman
(D-Calif.), Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, continues to push cli-
mate change cap-and-trade legislation through the House and suggests a final bill will be draft-
ed before legislators leave town again for Memorial Day.  At the same time, lawmakers are mak-
ing a run for a health care reform bill to be completed by the Congressional summer break in
the month of August.  To add to those goals, the Chairman of the House Judiciary Panel, Zoe
Lofgren (D-Calif.), has stated recently that 2009 is the year for Congress to reach a definite
agreement on a long-standing immigration bill.

Several bills are waiting on action as House and Senate members settle back in to their DC work
routines.  Notable legislation includes:

Senate Bill 386 - A measure to expand the reach of federal fraud laws to encompass mort-
gage lenders outside of the scope of federal government insurance and/or federal bailout
awards

House Resolution 1256 - Legislation authorizing the Food and Drug Administration to
regulate tobacco will bypass Senate committees to reach debate on the Senate floor

House Resolution 627 - An effort to establish a bill of rights for credit card consumers

Budget

House and Senate conferees will return to negotiations on a final budget bill.  The two main
issues stalling a seamless agreement are spending levels for discretionary purposes and the con-
troversial inclusion of health care language in a budget bill.  Lawmakers are expected to first
work through President Obama’s proposed supplemental military spending in May before tack-
ling the appropriations process in early June.

Another major budget issue will be the negotiating of a final bankruptcy bill in the Senate.  The
House passed HR1106 a month ago but it is reaching a harder fate in the Senate.  The bill
would allow bankruptcy judges to modify the terms of a mortgage for struggling homeowners.
Senate modifications are expected to give more consideration to the financial industry.  A con-
ference report should be available in the coming weeks. 
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