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Government Relations
Update
This is the inaugural edition of a bi-weekly congressional update from Williams
Mullen/Keelen Group to inform the firm and its clients of upcoming events and
recent news on Capitol Hill.

Williams Mullen/Keelen Group has already hosted several political events for key lawmakers
from the region including Sen. Jim Webb (D-Va.) and Rep. Rick Boucher (D-Va. 9).
Upcoming events are currently being scheduled for Sen. Kay Hagan (D-N.C.) and others.
Please join us for the following events:

Williams Mullen/Keelen Group invites you to an evening at the U.S. Capitol

Williams Mullen and the Keelen Group have teamed together to provide strategic policy and
political advocacy on Capitol Hill. Our federal affairs professionals will work with you to imple-
ment solutions that support your business needs.  We hope you will join us for this special recep-
tion with key congressional leaders who are shaping the nation’s legislative agenda.

Tuesday, March 31, 2009
5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Mansfield Room (S-207), U.S. Capitol
Washington, D.C.

RSVP by March 26:  Karoon Panosyan, kpanosyan@williamsmullen.com

You are cordially invited to a breakfast
hosted by Williams Mullen/Keelen Group

Honoring: The Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of the State of Louisiana

Wednesday, March 25, 9:00 am
1666 K Street, N.W., 12th Floor, Washington, D.C.

RSVP by March 24 to Abby Farris Rogers 
804.344.8081 or by email: abbyfarris@bandfllc.com

Continued, page 2

Key Contacts

Jerry W. Kilgore
Williams Mullen
804.783.6933
jkilgore@williamsmullen.com

Matthew B. Keelen
Keelen Group
202.293.8120
mkeelen@keelengroup.com

Michael J. Falencki
Keelen Group
202.327.5065
mfalencki@keelengroup.com
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Current News on Capitol Hill

Health Care and the Public Insurance
Option
A recent Congressional Quarterly article offers
Rep. Charles E. Grassley’s (R-Iowa) view of
the current health reform debate among the
nation’s top lawmakers.  Grassley, the ranking
Republican on the Senate Finance
Committee, claims the core issue of health
care reform is a debate over whether to create
a government-run insurance option to com-
pete with private health insurers.  “This is a
deal-breaker for Republicans if it’s in, and it’s
a deal-breaker for Democrats if it’s not,”
Grassley said of the public-plan option.

Stronger Food Safety Laws Supported by
Kellogg CEO
Amid nearly $65 million in losses from taint-
ed peanut butter products, the chief executive
of Kellogg Co. told lawmakers he would back
stronger food safety laws, including user fees
on industry.  David Mackay testified to the
House Energy and Commerce Oversight and
Investigations Subcommittee with comments
that were at odds with industry groups includ-
ing Kellogg’s own trade association, which
have long viewed user fees as a food tax.

Political Unionization
The Employee Free Choice Act, colloquially
known as “card check,” is one of the Obama
Administration’s main budget initiatives com-
ing under fire from both sides of the beltway.
Described in detail in a recent Real Clear
Politics article, the measure would effectively
eliminate secret ballot voting in union elec-
tions and give way for the federal government
to impose variables such as wages, benefits and
work rules.  The article goes so far as to say,
“[card check] would give coercive union
organizers the chance to impose on large
swaths of the private-sector economy the bur-

dens the UAW imposed on the Detroit
automakers.”  Click hheerree to see the article in
full.  

Private Investors Sought for Toxic Asset
Relief
The Treasury department plans to use a size-
able portion of federal bailout funds as seed
money for private investors to scoop up bad
mortgages. A recent Congressional Quarterly
article details plans by the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation and Treasury to
encourage private acquisition of legacy loans
with a one-to-one financing program.  For
every $1 contributed by the private sector, the
Treasury department will put forth $1.  In
addition, the Federal Reserve plans to start
implementing the Term Asset-Backed
Securities Loan Facility (TALF) program to
release frozen credit markets.

Williams Mullen/Keelen Group
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Health Care

Health Care Reform at Behest of ‘Senate
Insiders’
A bipartisan group of nine senators, with aides
by their side, meet once a week under the lead-
ership of Senate Finance Committee
Chairman Max Baucus (D-Mont.) to tackle
health care reform.  With President Obama
leaving the decision to Congress, they’ve
reached broad consensus with few specifics on
delivery system reform, coverage, prevention
and wellness and cost containment.  Click
hheerree to see the article in full.

Budget

Deficit Projections Gloomy on Obama’s
Budget Plan
The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
just released a less-than-glamorous assessment
of President Obama’s $3.6 trillion budget’s
affect on the nation’s deficit, a $1 trillion
increase above previous projections.  The stag-
gering figures will include the recently-passed
$787 billion stimulus bill and the $410 billion
omnibus spending package.  Sen. Kent
Conrad (D-N.D.), chairman of the Budget
Committee, said earlier this week, “It’s going
to require adjustments.”  Click hheerree to see the
article in full.

Tax on AIG Bonuses Near Vote
The U.S. Senate plans to vote next week on a
recently-passed House measure to tax bonuses
given to American International Group Inc.
(AIG) and other companies receiving bailout
funds.  The rushed votes are a result of a
national outcry over $165 million AIG paid in
bonuses last week after receiving $173 billion
in bailout funds as part of the government’s
efforts to stabilize credit markets.  Click hheerree
to see the article in full.

Transportation

Administration Still Determining Bailout
Rules
States are having little ease immediately tap-
ping into the vast stimulus funds for infra-
structure improvements such as the building
of roads and schools.  Confusion rests with
how, when and where to spend federal dollars
as federal agencies work to get funding pro-
grams outlined and staffed.  Click hheerree to see
the article in full.

Energy/Climate

Climate Change a Name Game for Some
House Energy and Commerce Chairman
Henry A. Waxman, a longtime champion of
more stringent environmental standards, is
quietly dominating the climate debate even
though there are other chairmen with skin in
the game.  Waxman kicked off his chairman-
ship earlier this year with a hearing on the
issue, and he now plans to hold at least two
hearings a week until he rolls out a compre-
hensive overhaul of the country’s environmen-
tal policy before the Memorial Day weekend.
Click hheerree to see the article in full. 
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Current Issues on Capitol Hill
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