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The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act was enacted on March 23, 2010 when it was signed
into law by President Obama. Title VI, Subtitle B of the Act is called "Nursing Home Transparency and
Improvement," and each section of Subtitle B has one or more timelines for the implementation of that
section. The time for implementation of some sections is easy to determine as certain sections state
"this takes effect 1 year after date of enactment" or the Secretary of Health and Human Services
("Secretary") will implement this section "no later than 1 year after enactment." For other sections, the
timeline does not begin until promulgation of regulations by the Secretary. Final regulations and
proposed regulations are published in the Federal Register. A search of the Federal Register shows that
proposed regulations have been issued for only one section (Sec. 6111) of Subtitle B.
Sec. 6101 Required Disclosure of Ownership and Additional Disclosable Parties Information
The effective date for disclosure of ownership is divided into two different time
periods depending on whether the information is requested.
When requested, a facility must make the disclosure information available to the
Secretary, the Inspector General, the state, and state long-term care ombudsman
ii
effective as of March 23, 2010.
Facilities are to have the information requested in the section regardless of
whether the information is requested "beginning on the effective date of the final
iii.
regulations" The effective date of the regulations is 90 days after the regulations
iv
are published in the Federal Register. The Secretary is required to promulgate
final regulations "Not later than the date that is 2 years after the date of the
v
enactment of this subsection" . The subsection was enacted into law on March
23, 2010, so the Secretary must promulgate final regulations by March 23, 2012.
A search of the Federal Register indicates that the Secretary has not published
final regulations under this section as of August 2010. The HHS website does not
disclose when the Secretary plans on publishing the regulations, and no proposed
regulations can be found on the Federal Register as of August 2010.

Sec. 6102 Accountability Requirements for Skilled Nursing Facilities and Nursing Facilities

vi

Facilities shall be in compliance with this Section by March 23, 2013.

The Secretary is required to promulgate regulations for effective compliance with
vii
this Section no later than March 23, 2012. Facilities cannot be in compliance
until the regulations are promulgated by the Secretary, so if it takes 2 years to
promulgate the regulations, facilities would have only 1 year to comply.
The Secretary must establish and implement a quality assurance and
viii
performance improvement program by December 31, 2011. Facilities must
submit their plans to the Secretary on how they will meet such standards within 1
ix
year after the Secretary's implementation.
A search of the Federal Register and the HHS website indicates that regulations
have not been promulgated as of August 2010.

Sec. 6103 Nursing Home Compare Medicare Website
The Secretary must ensure that information described in this Section is included
x
in the website no later than March 23, 2011. This section takes effect on March
xi
23, 2011.

Sec. 6104 Reporting of Expenditures
xii

Facilities shall report direct care expenditures beginning March 23, 2012.

Sec. 6105 Standardized Complaint Form
xiii

This section takes effect on March 23, 2011.

Sec. 6106 Ensuring Staffing Accountability
Facilities shall submit to the Secretary direct care staffing information beginning
xiv
no later than March 23, 2012.

Sec. 6107 GAO Study and Report on Five-Star Quality Rating System
The Comptroller General shall submit to Congress the results of the study no later
xv
than March 23, 2012.

Sec. 6111 Civil Money Penalties
xvi

This section takes effect on March 23, 2011. The proposed rules for this
xvii
section were published in the Federal Register on July 12, 2010.

Sec. 6112 National Independent Monitor Demonstration Project

xviii

The Secretary will implement this project no later than March 23, 2011.

Sec. 6113 Notification of Facility Closure
xix

This section takes effect on March 23, 2011.

Sec. 6114 National Demonstration Projects on Culture Change and Use of Information Technology in
Nursing Homes
xx

The Secretary will implement these projects no later than March 23, 2011.

Sec. 6121 Dementia and Abuse Prevention Training
xxi

This section takes effect on March 23, 2011.

For more information about this topic, please contact the author or any member of the Williams Mullen
Long Term Care Industry Services Group.
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