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At Williams Mullen: Charles Nottingham

Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS.
Mahon comes to the post from MAC 

Cosmetics, where she was senior vice presi-
dent and the executive director of the MAC 
AIDS Fund, which gives more than $18 mil-
lion annually worldwide and has affiliates in 
65 countries. According to Mahon, the fund 
is the second-largest corporate supporter of 
AIDS behind Merck. Last year, it raised $38 
million through collaboration with enter-
tainer Lady Gaga. The charity is funded en-
tirely by sales of MAC’s Viva Glam lip prod-
ucts;100 percent of the product’s revenues go 
to the AIDS Fund.

Mahon, 47, has a long history of humanitar-
ian fundraising. After earning an undergradu-
ate degree from Yale University and a law de-
gree from New York University, she was senior 
program director at the Open Society Insti-
tute, George Soros’s foundation, for five years. 
At the institute, she directed more than $13 
million yearly to criminal-justice and public-
health causes.

From there, Mahon became executive di-
rector of God’s Love We Deliver, the nation’s 
oldest provider of nutritional support for peo-
ple living with cancer, HIV/AIDS, and other 
illnesses. Under Mahon’s direction, the orga-
nization doubled the number of its clients to 
1,600 per day. Mahon says that the job taught 
her to “look at AIDS within the broader con-
text of providing preventive and chronic care 
to people who are not part of the health care 
system,” a perspective that has informed the 
rest of her career.

As head of the Presidential Advisory 
Council, Mahon will work to build the ranks 
of pharmacists and other service providers to 
develop treatment plans for people with HIV/
AIDS. “The history of AIDS, sadly, has been 
the history of inequity,” Mahon says, empha-
sizing that many people avoid getting test-
ed or treated because they are unaware they 
have the disease, lack access to treatment, or 
are ashamed.

For every four people living with HIV/AIDS, 
she says, one person is infected but doesn’t 
know it. Half of those who start treatment end 
up stopping prematurely. According to a recent 
report from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, three-quarters of Americans 
infected with the disease are not getting the 
treatment they need. 

Mahon is optimistic, however, that the 
United States is “in spitting distance” of end-
ing the epidemic. President Obama recently 
announced new funding for treatment at home 
and pledged that the U.S. would also try to 
reach 2 million more patients abroad.

“At a time when the political landscape is 
very fractured, I think this is something we all 
can feel good about,” she says, adding that the 
movement is a “truly, truly bipartisan” effort. 
Lara Seligman

The No. 1 rule they’ll follow in their busi-
ness proceedings? Courtesy. “It can be a very 
brutal, back-biting town, but I think both Dave 
and I think, ‘Be nice to everyone!’ ” Hellmann 
says. “Not only is it the right thing to do, but 
today’s intern is tomorrow’s congressman and 
the next day’s senator, and they’ll remember if 
you were kind to them.”
Naureen Khan

CONSULTING GAME

Charles Nottingham
Charles (Chip) Nottingham is accustomed to 
being the odd man out.

As an undergraduate at Wesleyan Univer-
sity, in Middletown, Conn., he repudiated the 
“hard-core political activity on the left side of 
the political spectrum,” he says. “I started out 
as a good Democrat—I thought of myself as a 
moderate—but I credit Wesleyan with helping 
to make me a Republican.”

As the newest partner at Williams Mullen, 
Nottingham is again a stranger in a strange 
land. The former Hill aide to GOP members 
has been detailed to the law and lobbying 
firm’s federal government-relations practice 
run by Michael Ferrell, a onetime chief of staff 
to then-Rep. Robert Garcia, D-N.Y.

Nottingham will advise clients with a 
stake in freight-rail regulation, aviation is-
sues, the interstate-highway system, and 
“anything else that might come through the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee, the Senate Commerce Commit-
tee, or [the Senate] Environment and Public 
Works” Committee.

In March, Nottingham completed a five-
year appointment on the Surface Transpor-
tation Board. Before that, he was director 
of policy and government affairs at the Fed-
eral Highway Administration, where he was 
instrumental in passage of the most recent 
highway and transit reauthorization bill. That 
blockbuster legislation required him to corre-
spond with “literally every congressional of-
fice in the House and Senate.”

As Nottingham sees it, the nation’s crum-
bling infrastructure is “a hidden tax on ev-
erybody who travels, whether by air, water, 
or highway.… Our interstate-highway system 
is basically in need of a complete reconstruc-
tion. The more you fall behind, the harder it is 
to catch up.”

Born in Washington, Nottingham ran the 
Big Brothers Big Sisters program at Wesley-
an, was president of his fraternity, and played 
Division III soccer, squash, and lacrosse. A 
“formative moment” came midway through 
his undergraduate career, when he interned 
for then-freshman Sen. Frank Lautenberg, 
D-N.J. “I occasionally joke with his staff that 

[my internship] was another reason I became 
a Republican.”

In 1994, after receiving a law degree from 
George Mason University, he enlisted in the 
high-octane congressional campaign of Tom 
Davis, the then-chairman of Virginia’s Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors. 

His boss victorious, Nottingham followed 
Davis to Capitol Hill and became his chief of 
staff in 1996. After a stint as the top aide to 
another member of the Virginia delegation, 
Republican Rep. Bob Goodlatte, Nottingham 
was appointed Virginia’s assistant secretary of 
Transportation. “I wasn’t necessarily a trans-
portation expert at that point … but I saw an 
opportunity and took it.”

In 1997, at the age of 33, Nottingham be-
came commissioner of Virginia’s Transporta-
tion Department, which had 10,000 employ-
ees. “It was scary but exciting,” he says. The 
position entailed a crash course in environ-
mental law, which “every big [infrastructure] 
project has to navigate.”

The 46-year-old is a glutton when it comes 
to the news. “A great day for me is being able to 
read four, five, or six newspapers.”
C.S.H.
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Nancy Mahon
From lipstick to Lady Gaga, Nancy Mahon will 
use every resource possible in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS.

Health and Human Services Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius this month announced 
Mahon’s appointment as chairwoman of the 


